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tariff, wages were higher here than in Europe, and far higher, relatively to the productiveness of labor, than they are now after our years of protection. In spite of all our protection—and, for the last twenty-four years at least, protectionists have had it all their own way—the condition of the laboring classe3 of the United States has been slowly but steadily sinking to that of the " pauper labor " of Europe. It does not follow that this is because of protection, but it is certain that protection has proved powerless to prevent it.
To discover whether protection has or has not benefited the working classes of the United States it is not necessary to array tables of figures which only an expert can verify and examine. The determining facts are notorious. It is a matter of common knowledge that those to whom we have given power to tax the American people " for the protection of American industry," pay their employees as little as they can, and make 110 scruple of importing the very foreign labor against whose products the tariff is maintained. It is notorious that wages in the protected industries are, if anything, lower than in the unprotected industries, and that, though the protected industries do not employ more than a twentieth of the working population of the JEJnited States, there occur in them more strikes, more lock-outs, more attempts to reduce wages, than in all other industries. In the highly protected industries of Massachusetts, official reports declare that the operative •cannot get a living without the work of wife and chil-•dren. In the highly protected industries of New Jersey, many of the "protected" laborers are children whose parents are driven by their necessities to find •employment for them by misrepresenting their age so

